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George Frideric Handel, Opera and Choral Scores: Xerxesin Full Score (Dover Music Scores) before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Xerxesin Full Score (Dover
Music Scores):

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent, inexpensive score of important Handel operaBy Owen
B.Thisisagood printing by Dover. For those familiar with Dover's inexpensive, no frills scores, "Xerxes' will not
disappoint. The uninitiated should be forewarned: this score does not contain an English tranglation (either in the
prefatory materials or in the score itself), and some pages are faded. The biggest disadvantage of this edition is the
absence of some of the figured bass. While the figured bass numerals are included for most of the recitatives, they are
absent for the Overture and some of the arias. | suspect, however, that thisissue will irk very few....Overall, agreat,
inexpensive, score of an important work.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0486449653

One of Handel's rare ventures into comedy, Xerxes parodies the conventions of opera seria. Love triangles,
swaggering heroism, and all manner of operatic pretensions receive a playful tweaking. Handel's subtle humor never
descends into farce, however, and the work possesses all the dramatic intensity and depth of character portrayal found
in a serious opera.Based on areal-life emperor, Xerxes |, the story's setting is in fifth-century Persia. The complex plot
departs from the historical record to weave aromantic rivalry between the ruler and his handsome brother, replete with
intrigue: a misplaced love letter, disguises, and mistaken identities. Throughout the tal€'s vicissitudes, Handel moves
smoothly from dramato comedy and back, using arias with an unprecedented degree of fluidity. Musicians will find
thisfull-score edition of Handel's innovative work an authoritative, practical ,and economical resource.



