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David G. Bobbett : World Radio TV Handbook 2000  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised World Radio TV Handbook 2000: 

17 of 17 people found the following review helpful. Why music ids are missing?By Seventies BerlinSince 1974 this is 
the first time I'm not buying the WRTH. Quality has gone worsening in the last ten years, and -- as stated by other 
readers -- the strange splitting-editing is not handy. More: there is something I don't understand, and people at WRTH 
never answered to my two letters: the suppression of music identification scores. OK, not everybody can read music, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0823059324


but often the music id is the only way to identify a rare station in some exotic languages. Add the fact that often the 
station/program presented in the WRTH schedules is totally absent on the frequency. If editors at WRTH are not 
interested in doing a good job, I'm not interested in wasting my money.12 of 13 people found the following review 
helpful. This Year's Shortwave "Bible" is a Bit Short ItselfBy Thomas W. SmithIf you have a shortwave radio, you 
need this book. At only $20, its value to weight ratio is unsurpassed.This is probably the 20th year I've bought a new 
WRTH, and most of what's in this one is up-to-the-minute. Merging all of the articles (receiver reviews, propagation 
forecasts, maps, etc.) into one place up front makes the book seem more orderly than past versions. But, the continued 
split of National and International station listings continues the inconveniece another year. I've never met anyone who 
likes the "new" split, and I think the Editor should include an article next year justifying why they apparently don't 
listen to their customers. Granted, each country's broadcasts are in just two places (either National or International) but 
the split raises a more "hidden" problem.A book like this has two basic purposes: to find a broadcast that you want to 
listen to, and to find out what a broadcast is that you are listening to. The first use is handled quite well (and always 
has been) but for the "split" listings, which is unnecessary, but hardly a big problem.But, the second major use, 
identifying a broadcast, is severly hampered by the omission of National Radio broadcasts from the frequency lisiting 
we've become accustomed to at the back of the book.With my new book in-hand, I cruised the dial (well, OK, there is 
no dial on my radio!) and being always on the lookout for something new, I spent some time around 4.8 and 4.9 Mhz. 
In the Eastern US, that range is chock-full of Central and South American stations just waiting to be QSL'd. 
Unfortunately, you'll never figure out (without significant effort) what you're listening to; they're not in the frequency 
listing! To find out what the station is, you'll have to go to the country listings - but which one? If you knew that, you 
wouldn't need the book.There also seem to be an unacceptable number of errors in the listings. At 1700 GMT, I used 
the English listing to look for the new station listed, WIBI, but of course, there is no such thing: it's WINB. That same 
page lists an AWR broadcast from Asia on 12130, but going to the frequency listing for a clue on where it originates 
from doesn't list the frequency at all. I found quite a few similar omissions. If someone were willing to type all the 
frequencies in this book into a spreadsheet, then sort them out in order, I'd certainly buy it - but that's what I expected 
from the WRTH.It's worth buying despite its shortcomings, but a book like this should be more of a help than 
hinder.14 of 16 people found the following review helpful. Highly recommendedBy Slawomir Jan BuckiThe WRTH 
is the best reference book you can probably buy for a serious shortwave listener (SWL-er) or DX-er. The frequency 
listings and the broadcasters' information is the most complete one available in a book format. Two watch-outs:1.- 
Information on local AM and TV broadcasters is incomplete and sometimes outdated. But anyway, this book's primary 
intention is not to give you details about your local TV or radio stations - for that purpose better buy "TV-guide".2.- 
The SW frequency listings in the WRTH 2000 edition are missining information about tropical band (local) stations. 
The missing information is available via Internet on the WRTH site. The stations are correctly listed in the country 
sections, but omitted in the frequency summary.The section about receiver reviews and propagation data are very 
complete and professional, much metter than Passport to Worldband Radio. The only missing part is information in 
which past editions of WRTH specific receivers have been reviewed or how to obtain a re-print of these reviews. I 
tried to contact WRTH by e-mail in numerous ocassions to get this info, without success.In summary, WRTH is the 
best reference book for a serious SWL-er or DX-er, but it is more speciallized and limited in broad SW subject 
coverage than, for example, the Passport to Worlband Radio (also available on ).

The 55th edition of the world's most comprehensive guide to national and international radio broadcasting, this book 
provides extensive, up-to-date information on worldwide radio and television services. Featuring unbiased reviews of 
the latest radio equipment and predictions for reception conditions by seasoned experts, together with technical 
features information, it is an ideal desktop partner for casual listeners and seasoned short wave DXers alike. The 
directory section covers frequencies; schedules; transmitters; broadcasting personnel; addresses; telephone and fax 
numbers; e-mail and web details; and listings for broadcasts in English, German, and Spanish.


