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Michael Benson : Why the Grateful Dead Matter  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Why the Grateful Dead Matter: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Mr. Benson does an outstanding job in exploring and ...By 
11AliveMr. Benson does an outstanding job in exploring and articulating the Dead's cultural impact on America's 
society .The book transcends their music and enlightens the reader of how the Dead influenced and changed tens of 
millions of people through their music, words, lifestyle and mannerism. This is a must read for anyone casually 
interested in the Dead as well as for the ultimate Deadhead.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. arrived 
like new condition I am giving this to a nephew ...By Solieramultiple reasons explained in a brief but comprehensive 
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book. arrived like new condition I am giving this to a nephew who is too young to have known the Dead, but loves 
music, and because they are an important part of Rock history I believe he should know their story.4 of 4 people found 
the following review helpful. A Great Grateful Dead Book!By Bob W.Michael Benson's book is a great and easy read. 
Lots of fun facts and anecdotes, smartly broken down into 34 reasons why the Grateful Dead did and still do matter. 
Indeed, the music never stops!

What a long, strange trip its been

"The most provocative parts of the book are when Benson moves away from writing about the Dead qua Dead and 
tells us about his and others experiences of the band. Chapter 31 in particular, which narrates a trip to a Jerry Garcia 
Band concert, is full of fascinating details and perspective related to what makes rock shows exciting. Library Journal 


