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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Mr. MernieThis is a fun and interesting way to look at 
baseball history.5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Short versions of ofttold baseball characters with an 
emphasis on New YorkBy HeisenbergOkay, I get the author is from New York, but the entire history of baseball was 
occasionally played outside the Big Apple. The book is inundated with constant NY references and actually has a 
whole chapter dedicated to NY. Some really strange attempts at "Worst" like "Worst Teammates" which barely 
mention Bonds, Manny or Richie Allen (guess which city they never played in). Jim Bouton as worst teammate? Oh, 
right Yankee...And when the author has a chance to cite Steinbrenner as one of his "Worst Owners" he does not list 
him because the Yankees won 4 World Series under his reign. Finley's A's won 3 World Series yet he is high on the 
list. Hmmmm...If you are a baseball fan over the age of 45 most of these stories have been told a million times - 
Kingman and the rat, Piersall and his mental illness, Gaylord Perry and his spitter, etc. Pretty humdrum book with an 
emphasis on NY. Maybe this book belongs on a list of "Worst Books about Baseball."1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Good Read not a Great Read!By John M FarthingIt was good and came highly 
recommended but didn't hold my interest like I thought it would. The problem is that I alredy know the stories in the 
book. For a younger baseball fan who hasn't already read similiar books this book would be great. For me, the book 
was just OK.

Who were the best ballplayers of all time? It's an endless question, but here's something much more fun: Who was the 
worst of all time? Who was the lousiest pitcher? The biggest goat? The most despicable owner? The most over-paid 
bum? Finally, Filip Bondy answers these questions, wielding his own brand of formidable research, advanced 
sabermetrics and considerable wit to provide this indispensable guide to the less glorious side of our national pastime. 
Each chapter is filled with rich and colorful stories about the players unfortunate enough to be chosen in each 
category--like "Too Fat to Bat" or "Anyone Seen My Mitt." So welcome to the Hall of Shame. It's awesome.

.com QA with Filip Bondy Q. Why do readers want to know who the worst baseball players were? A. Baseball is a 
game of failure, in its own way. Even the greatest batters fail two out of three times at the plate. Sometimes the stories 
about misbehaving, or blowing a big game with an epic blunder, are at least as entertaining as tales of heroics. And 
they've been told less often. It's fun, I hope, for readers to reacquaint themselves with the follies of contemporary 
players, of earnest athletes stinking out the joint. And then there are stories about players from bygone eras who may 
not be remembered at all, and might just appear a little crazy (like Crazy Schmit!). Q. What drew you to this topic in 
the first place? A. An editor at Random House, Bill Thomas, was looking for an author who might be interested in 
having some fun with this concept book. I didn't have to think about it long. I have to confess that I've always enjoyed 
writing more about the struggling athletes of my generation than about the seamless careers of successful individuals. 
There's more meat and gristle to the guys who were not always blessed with great talent or good fortune. Some of 
these players -- like Bob Uecker and Dick Stuart -- have reveled in their own mediocrity, which only makes them 
more lovable. Q. Who is the worst player you've ever seen in person? A. I'd definitely say Marvelous Marv 
Throneberry. I was about 10 years old when the Amazin' Mets were invented in 1962, and Throneberry embodied both 
the charm and ineptitude of that 122-loss team. He was this big, galumphing guy who just couldn't quite bend down to 
grab those grounders. But he also did really dumb things on the base paths. In the book, I write about how he missed 
both first and second bases before reaching third on a triple. You don't see that very often. Q. How do bad players 
manage to survive in Major League Baseball? A. It's important to remember these are, after all, very good baseball 
players. Even today, in the era of expansion, there are only about 750 roster spots open and there are hundreds of 
millions of people in this world who want them. So these guys must have something going for them. Many of the 
players in my book are one- or two-skill players who desperately lacked a third or fourth. Maybe they could hit and 
run, but they couldn't field. Before the invention of the DH, some really good hitters were forced to field positions they 
were unable to handle. Some great fielders, like the catcher Bill Bergen, couldn't hit to save his life. And then there are 
guys who can slug the baseball, like Dave Kingman, but misbehave in an uncivilized manner. Q. Are there any truly 
terrible players who didn't make it into the book? A. Oh, there are plenty. The only thing I don't like about writing 
books is the lead time. Months after I finished the book, many players sank to new depths, too late, and were left out. 
A few players included in the book -- like Adam Dunn and Barry Zito -- had decent comeback seasons and might have 
dropped in the worst rankings if I had the time to change them. Alex Rodriguez is now, certainly, one of the most 
overpaid Yankees of all time. When I wrote the book, however, his hip was still functional and I left him out of that 
chapter. Maybe for the paperback edition 


