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59 of 59 people found the following review helpful. A Must for Everyone to Read! By Erinl found | wasn't alone. After
caring for my mother avery long time ago, and then my step-father more recently, | didn't think | wanted to read this


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0306817950

book. To be honest, | bought it and let it sit for quite awhile. | wasn't ready, or so | thought...Jo Maeder's story and my
own seemed one and the same. Her mother's reactions, and actions, mirrored my step-father's.Yes, | cried hard at
times, and then | laughed so hard | peed myself!It doesn't matter if you have cared for aloved one or not. This journey
is beautiful. It isthe perfect sunrise. Astonishing us with the depth of our emotional response to the every day natural
wonder.This book isfull of love from the time you open the book, well past the final page.l consider this book a
priceless gift. | was not alone..8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Caregiving sanitizedBy Shirley Y.
ThomasThe world isfull of people who take care of elderly or disabled relatives. Jo Maeder writes about her brief
foray into caregiving in abreezy style that's easy to read. | am afiction reader ordinarily. | chose thistittle because I've
been married to my husband, 87, who suffers now from dementia, since 1965 and "married" to my mother, now 100,
since 1976. It was interesting to see afew moments in the book that closely mirror by own experiences with them. It
was hard to put my personal feelings aside when | read that Maeder's tour of duty was complete in three short years,
that she had years of her own life still ahead of her when her mother died. | adore my mother and hope she lives along
time till. | hope | can keep my husband with me for as long as possible, too. But it hurts to know my own story can't
have an upbeat ending. And | am not alone. Many women experience care-giving like | do: we care for the elderly
until we are ourselves elderly. Not easy to turn that into alittle book of sweet memories and photos.25 of 25 people
found the following review helpful. | can't wait for the movieBy Anne CollinThisis acozy, inclusive of us all,
memoir. It feels as though Jo istelling us this story over dinner. The evolution of her relationship with MamaJois
remarkable. That thisreads like anovel that you can't putdown, is atestament to Jo's ability to craft areal page-turner
of this snapshot in time. The characters, alone, are alive with personality. Although you know the ending from start, |
kept wishing it wouldn't happen; | miss these people already.

Jo Maeder was an ambitious DJin New Y ork City when she did the unthinkable: she moved to the Bible Belt to ook
after her frail, estranged mother, who had long been a source of intense frustration. Maeder's tumultuous journey from
simply living with Mama Jo to learning to truly love her not only changed Maeder's life, but also was the catalyst for
pulling her long-fractured family together again. Though often rocky, their marriage was a triumph that taught her
about life, faith, and what really matters.With an estimated 34 million informal caregiversin the United States today,
more and more adult children are finding themselvesin similar circumstances. Poignant and refreshingly funny,
Maeder's story will resonate with this vast audience, providing an informative and inspirational roadmap for
compassionate elder care.

Northwest Observer, 4/10/09 Takes an honest yet upbest look at one familys experience with intergenerational living
and dealing with an aging and dying parent. Its a story designed to evoke both laughter and tears.



