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Harry Campbell : Whatever Happened to Tanganyika?: The Place Names that History Left Behind  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Whatever Happened to 
Tanganyika?: The Place Names that History Left Behind: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Entertaining GeographicaBy WulfstanFor those of us interested in 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1906032416


Geographica- Geographic Trivia- this book is a find and a must buy.Chock full of interesting and informative tidbits 
and factoids about the forgotten (or fondly remembered) places on the Map that are no longer there (or at least are no 
longer named that way).The footnotes are particularly amusing, I found myself chuckling or smiling at least once a 
page.Why only 4 stars then? It's rather short, only 140 pages. And, the lack of maps is a problem, the book is only 
illustrated with drawings of stamps.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Whatever happened to our 
Empire...By John the ReaderI am afraid that this this book is nothing but pure etymology, and I am even more afraid 
the author is fully aware of this. Despite that, he ploughs on through the entire work, toying with our memories and 
fascinations over questions and confusions such as what ever happened to Burma?I regret that those of us who grew 
up when most of the world was coloured pink for the Empire will be confounded by learning that the names granted 
by our illustrious forebears for the highest and purest ideals were changed - for example from Bombay to Mumbai or 
some such - purely on nationalist whim! And exactly what did happen to Tanganyika ... or Ceylon for that 
matter?Harrumph!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This is a fun read for geography buffsBy Ronald 
E.This is a fun read for geography buffs. You can pick it up and start reading in any chapter and be entertained. I loved 
this book.

Do you still find yourself referring to Zaire or Czechoslovakia, or wondering whether it should be Moldavia or 
Moldova, Burma or Myanmar? Dozens of countries, cities, and counties have changed their identities over the years. 
Some of the names we remember from our schooldays or from news headlines just a few years ago are now gone. For 
example, what did happen to Tanganyika? The fascinating stories behind the place names include those of Affpiddle, 
Biafra, British Heligoland, Ceylon, Flintshire, Friendly Isles, Islands of Samson and the Ducks, Leningrad, Little 
Britain, Macedonia, Muscat, Pleasant Island, Stalingrad, Tanganyika, West Britain, Yugoslavia, and Zaire. From the 
major political movements (the Leningrads and Stalingrads of the Socialist Soviet Republic) to enticing destinations 
(Pleasant Islands, the Friendly Isles), Whatever Happened to Tanganyika? reveals how the atlas of yesteryear became 
the maps of today.

"In this marvellous and intriguing book, Harry Campbell has created a whole new disciplineone which we may 
perhaps call nostalgic geography." Alexander McCall Smith 


