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Robert Henson : Weather on the Air: A History of Broadcast Meteorology  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Weather on the Air: A History of Broadcast Meteorology: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Ecellant historyBy James B. SimmsVery inclusive history of 
weather on TV and radio. Although dated for 2012, it did miss someissues The Weather Channel had in the past such 
as running movies and not breaking in for severe weather. I expect an updated version to take inot accounts of the 
tornado outbreak of April 26-28, 2011. Overall, a very good book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A 
Comprehensive HIstory of Weather CommunicationBy George A WinterlingI don't know of a better description of 
weather comunication from the 19th century newspaper and telegraph reports to the explosion of radio and television 
broadcasters in the latter half of the 20th century to the present time.

From low humor to high drama, TV weather reporting has encompassed an enormous range of styles and approaches, 
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triggering chuckles, infuriating the masses, and at times even saving lives. In Weather on the Air,meteorologist and 
science journalist Robert Henson covers it allthe people, technology, science, and show business that combine to 
deliver the weather to the public each day. The first comprehensive history of its kind, Weather on the Air explores the 
many forces that have shaped weather broadcasts over the years, including the long-term drive to professionalize 
weathercasting, the complex relations between government and private forecasters, and the effects of climate-change 
science and the Internet on todays broadcasts. Dozens of photos and anecdotes accompany Hensons more than two 
decades of research to document the evolution of weathercasts, from their primitive beginnings on the radio to the 
high-gloss, graphics-laden segments we watch on television every morning.This engaging study will be an invaluable 
tool for students of broadcast meteorology and mass communication and an entertaining read for anyone fascinated by 
the public face of weather.

Weather on the Air captures the full breadth and depth of the engagingand to many enthusiasts, intoxicatingworld of 
broadcast meteorology. The history, the personalities, the science, the challenges, the beauty, and the warts of 
weathercasting: Its all here. 


