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M. Owen Lee : Wagner's Ring: Turning the Sky Round  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Wagner's Ring: Turning the Sky Round: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very interesting and I would have gladly given the recording ...By 
Steffi B. RathVery interesting and I would have gladly given the recording 5 stars but I am not sure that I didn't get 
everything that it contained.The rehearsal of the "Goetterdaemmerung" was highly interesting - incl. hearing some of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0879101865


those long gone voices.On the other hand, according to the booklet, the recording should also contain excerpts from all 
the "Ring" operas and I couldn't find out how to access them - something that I found extremely disappointing.If I ever 
find somebody who can help me "open" the other half that, according to the booklet should be on the recording, I most 
probably would give it a higher rating.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Highly Illuminating Yet 
Concise Dissertation of Wagner's MasterpieceBy Gregory E. FosterHere we have, certainly, the "shortest" explanation 
of Wagner's "Der Ring des Nibelungen" ever put in print. This is somewhat interesting from the standpoint that 
something so lengthy and complex as this 16+ hour traversal of good vs. evil, following the exploits of the Rhine Gold 
from Alberich's first finding out about it and it's prospective powers, through to the end of the world as it had been 
known and the re-birth of what was to come, could be condensed down, concisely, into under 100 pages (of even extra-
leaded, large face type) and contain basically all that one need know to make this work make sense. Father Owen Lee 
earns my commendation for this.I have "lived" with the Ring forever, it seems, first discovering it through Siegfried 
(as my 2nd opera recording purchased) and shortly thereafter I bought the big box from London (Decca) with 
Culshaw's "Ring Resounding" housed alongside the operas, around 1970. Many recordings followed, as they were 
released, and I steeped myself in each, and read everything I could get my hands on.So, after seeing this very small 
paperback by Father Lee in several bookstores, and of course running into it here numerous times, I finally said "what 
to heck" and figured it would be "good for a couple laughs" and ordered it. When it arrived in the same order as 
Wagner's Ring of the Nibelung I laughed at myself and promptly put it aside. I picked it up recently and sat down with 
it and read it through in about an hour or just over, and was very surprised with the "new insight" I came away from it 
with. Lee presents the Ring with new thoughts or ideas from the usual and it is fresh and you find yourself looking at 
the cycle as if perhaps through a new pair of glasses, figuratively. I found myself wishing that he had perhaps gone a 
little deeper and presented even more.This book can be had for under $7.50 new or less than $3.50 used, so you have 
no real good excuse to continue to pass it up. I did so for a long time and I must say that I wish I had read it years ago. 
It is always refreshing to me to find a new take on something that you thought you pretty much knew everything about 
and then "bang" someone like Father Lee comes along with this tiny little book and shows you something new and 
special, illuminating further a long-time favorite work. My thoughts are that everyone who either loves the Ring, 
wishes to know more about the Ring, or might even be "just a little curious" about what this "thing" is all about 
NEEDS to read this book himself. There is much to recommend here.I shall be reading the Spencer/Millington Full 
German Text new English Translation soon, and will undoubtedly be reviewing it on it's own listing...you may wish to 
check that out.For now, I hope that you enjoy this little book as much as I did! What a surprise it was!~operabruin0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. A Little Meat on a Bare-Bones Plot SynopsisBy Amfortas WoundGun to 
my head, this would be the book I would recommend to anyone wishing to become acquainted with Wagner's "Ring." 
That is a difficult call because it has been noted by several, including the great Wagner (and Schopenhauer) scholar, 
Bryan Magee, that more books have been written on Wagner than anyone else in the West, besides Jesus. Hard to 
prove? Perhaps, but it makes a point.Father Owen Lee chose to skim the bare surface of the very dense story line for 
the sake of brevity, but I'm not sure that someone could re-tell the story from his bare-bones account. And I do mean 
bare-bones. Nevertheless,what the author sacrifices in story line, he compensates for by presenting a few of the ideas 
that have fascinated everyone about this work since it was first performed in Bayreuth in 1876. That's a very good 
thing because to really get anything out of Wagner,especially "The Ring," one has to do some homework, unless you 
are prepared to experience it on plot level alone, as you would "Lord of the Rings" in a movie theater, and this 
decidedly is NOT what Wagner wanted.There are ring stories and there are ring stories. No matter where he ended up 
in his theorizing,Wagner set out to recreate the Aeschylean experience of ancient Athenian theater for modern theater 
goers, something beyond mere entertainment. That's why he built his own theater, darkened the auditorium for the first 
time, covered the orchestra with a shell, and so on.But if you like this introductory work, I would definitely 
recommend Fr. Lee's other books on Wagner, available here on . I think his "In Search of the Olive Tree Bed" is a 
deeply felt and movingly written masterpiece, which deals with four quests in four of his favorite works, "The 
Odyssey," The Aeneid," "Faust," and "Parsifal.". As professor of classics, a Catholic priest, and a Wagner devotee, he 
brings a unique perspective of intellectual acumen, and more importantly, soul to his writings on the subject, as he 
does in "Turning the Sky Around."But in the same breath, I would encourage anyone seriously interested in "The 
Ring" to read Sir Roger Scruton's works on Wagner and perhaps listen to a couple of his lectures on Youtube. He is 
arguably an even more avid admirer of Wagner than is Fr. Lee. His admiration stems from the fact that he thinks 
Wagner was our last dramatist to give us something truly heroic, something involving sacrifice and a sense of the 
sacred, which Scruton says was lost in the Enlightenment. To give you an idea of his depth, I quote below from his 
summation of the very first chapter of his "The Ring of Truth: The Wisdom of Wagner's 'Ring of the Nibelung'," in 
which he discusses just the influences on "The Ring" :"All the influences that I have surveyed in this chapter--
nationalist politics, the dawn of a new Germany, the post-Kantian theory of the self and its search for personality and 
freedom, the revolutionary philosophy of the Young Hegelians, the new vision of Greek tragedy and the classical 
ideal, the idea of myth as a form of implicit knowledge, the return to the ancient stories of the Teutonic people...." and 
so on. This gives you a taste of his research on the subject and this is BEFORE he begins to analyze the characters and 



themes. This is only his warm-up act. Do not look here if you are looking for racist or proto-nazi theories. As in the 
excellent works on Wagner by Michael Tanner and Bryan Magee, there is no time for such tired arguments 
here.Scruton credits two American philosophers, Kitcher and Schact, for some insight from their very fine "Finding an 
Ending" into the "meaning" to be found in what appears to be the ashes of defeat in the final scene of 
"Gotterdammerung." Kitcher and Schact gave me the insight I had not found elsewhere in all my years of reading 
works on Wagner, and it appears they contributed some to Scruton's views,as well.Certainly, the satisfactory ending" 
Wotan (and Wagner) sought is one that restores the sacred to a post-modern world in which the gods have absconded, 
as Scruton argues.But for all that, Father Owen Lee's small hundred-page work is as good a place to begin as probably 
any other. But if you like that--keep going until you are absorbed into the subject.

(Limelight). Commentary on and a concise, lucid interpretation of the opera world's most complex masterwork, 
expanded from the author's popular intermission talks during Met Opera broadcasts. "Anyone, whether knowledgeable 
or not, will profit by reading it..." Opera Quarterly

From Library JournalLee (classics, St. Michael's Coll., Univ. of Toronto) is a frequent guest on the Saturday afternoon 
Metropolitan Opera broadcasts, where his lucid, witty, and learned comments both instruct and entertain. Based on his 
commentaries during the Ring Cycle's presentation on four consecutive April weekends in 1989, the book takes its title 
from C.S. Lewis's remarks upon first seeing Arthur Rackham's illustrations for the Cycle: "The sky had turned round. . 
. . Pure Northerness engulfed me." In a concise, beautifully shaped style, Lee summarizes the plot and analyzes each 
opera musically and psychologically while also examining the mythological roots and the meaning this work can hold 
for today's audience. The result is a readable critical essay that celebrates its subject and makes one eager to hear the 
operas. Highly recommended for academic and public libraries with strong music collections.- Beverly True, 
Cumberland Regional Lib., Amherst, Nova ScotiaCopyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc. ...one can learn a 
great deal about the... stories, what underlies them, and the history of the times surrounding the composition... --Opera 
News. 


