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From Brand: Black Dog Publishing : Visual Aid: Stuff You've Forgotten, Things You Never Thought You 
Knew, and Lessons You Didn't Quite Get Around to Learning  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Visual Aid: Stuff You've Forgotten, Things You Never Thought You 
Knew, and Lessons You Didn't Quite Get Around to Learning: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Nice and funny, but not amazing.By Victor A. L. FelipeI expected 
more beautifully executed infographics. I read some reviews and I think they were a bit exaggerated. Anyway, the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1906155488


book is funny and have curious information inside.6 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Interesting 
information in thought-provoking formatsBy Kevin T. KeithThis is a fascinating and well-executed book that is a 
delight to browse through; it has its limitations, however. The basic object is to provide comparative information 
across a range of examples of different entities of many different types, in an attractive and easily-graspable visual 
style. Each page or two-page spread provides a colorful overview of some category or phenomenon, represented in 
simplified form, employing arresting and thought-provoking graphics displays to convey basic information about that 
thing. Typical spreads include: silhouette pictures of various examples of a particular category (dinosaurs, rockets, 
airplanes, etc.), drawn to scale to illustrate relative size; simple bar charts of some phenomenon, labeled with pictures, 
that rank each example according to some measurable quantity; flow diagrams (of the blood, rivers, transit systems, 
etc.) illustrated with colored paths and arrows; and in some cases just pictures with labels. The graphics are simple, 
brightly-colored, and charming.The range of topics covered is broad and somewhat quirky; the book is engaging and 
amusing to browse through. The emphasis seems to be on science and nature, but there are many other types of entries 
included.However, it does not really work as either a non-fiction text or a reference book. The information categories 
illustrated are disjointed, widely various, and not systematically organized. Also, each entry, though fascinating in its 
own way, actually conveys very little information. Typically, each entry is organized around one particular facet of the 
entities profiled - size, weight, height, etc. The graphic effectively conveys that information, but usually only that 
information - the comparative size diagrams are two-dimensional and do not convey volume, speed, strength, or any 
other information that might be interesting about those items; the flow charts indicate direction but not speed, flowrate, 
etc. The complete lack of text leaves out vast amounts of information about each entry that a more comprehensive text 
would include, and the diagrams often lack labeling - for instance, the size diagrams visually indicate relative sizes but 
there is often no scale given, so you know how big two things are in relation to each other, but not how big either of 
them actually is in absolute terms!The book is a fun and intriguing way to find out about a variety of interesting types 
of things in the world, particular by way of comparison within categories. It makes a great entry point for young 
children who show an interest in nature, science, or technology, and who relate best to pictures rather than words. It 
can be a jumping-off point for those who find themselves interested in some of the things shown and then want to 
pursue other resources to find out more. And it is a cool and entertaining bit of brain stimulation for readers of all ages. 
It is not comprehensive, scholarly, or rigorous, but there are other books for that. For what it is, it is clever, beautifully 
laid out and illustrated, and a lot of fun.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great source for 
inspirationBy Dallas PetersenIf you're into infographics, this book is great. The data isn't earth-shattering in its 
uniqueness, novelty, or importance, but the line drawings and instructional/aesthetic design approach is sound and 
inspirational.

There are times in your life when you find yourself pondering basic general knowledge questions and your gaps in 
information. So, if youve passed through education and still find yourself asking Wheres your liver? or What beats a 
full house in poker? and are too embarrassed to ask, this book can help.Visual Aid provides the answers to the little 
questions in life in a simple colourful and engaging way. Included are: colour wheels, universal flags, star 
constellations, correct tablesettings, how reflexology works, the Italian wine regions, how to tie a knot, how to use 
chopsticks, sign language, morse code and many more. This eclectic collection of illustrations and diagrams will get 
you up to speed on life's basics, without the need for extensive readingor even your utmost attention. In a small, handy 
format this accessible guide is perfect for anyone with an interest in visual stimuli or a thirst for general knowledge.

'Essentially a visual Google for those who like their general knowledge in picture format... Visual Aid is capable of 
entertaining a wide audience' Varoom Magazine Featured in the Financial Times and Page Magazine in Germany. 'It's 
broad enough for kids but smart enough for adults' I Like Blog 'The designers I work with at Wired are smart and 
accomplished and, therefore, difficult to impress. When I showed one of them this book, he smiled and gave it two 
enthusiastic thumbs up' Cool Tools 


