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Martin Gardner : Mathematics, Magic and Mystery (Dover Recreational Math)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mathematics, Magic and Mystery (Dover Recreational 
Math): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful illustrations, entertaining and stimulating writingBy Eric 
The RedOne of a kind puzzle book. Wonderful illustrations, entertaining and stimulating writing. Good mix of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0486203352


puzzles, with well-organized chapters. I owned this 60 years ago, when I was a teen! And I still like it.4 of 4 people 
found the following review helpful. A ClassicBy Bruce TorrenceIf you're new to Gardner's mathematical writing, this 
is a great place to start. The theme for Mathematics Awareness Month 2014 is taken from this book (visit 
mathaware.org to see the result), and fun as that site is to explore this book really has it all. Gardner has a clear, 
inviting style that is disarming in its directness. Yet he takes you almost immediately to strange and wonderful places 
that truly show off the beauty of abstract mathematical ideas. What a ride. I've had a ball rediscovering this classic 
book.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A great history of all the Greats in Magical Math.By Jeff 
Martin Jeff l MartinThis is a lot of information, well presented, in a compact source. As a pro magician an educational 
assembly performer, I can use this as a quick source for material to use in my shows.

Why do card tricks work? How can magicians do astonishing feats of mathematics mentally? Why do stage "mind-
reading" tricks work? As a rule, we simply accept these tricks and "magic" without recognizing that they are really 
demonstrations of strict laws based on probability, sets, number theory, topology, and other branches of mathematics.

From the Back CoverWhy do card tricks work?How can magicians do astonishing feats of mathematics mentally? 
Why do stage "mind-reading" tricks work? As a rule, we simply accept these tricks and "magic" without recognizing 
that they arereally demonstrations of strict laws based on probability, sets, numbertheory, topology, and other branches 
of mathematics. 


