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KRAITCHIK MAURICE : Mathematical Recreations 1ST Edition  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mathematical Recreations 1ST Edition: 

Ranging from ancient Greek and Roman problems to modern applications and techniques, this book features 250 
lively puzzles and problems, with solutions. Both beginners and advanced mathematicians will appreciate its variety of 
numerical pastimes, which include unusual historic problems from medieval European, Arabic, and Hindu sources. In 
October, 1941, I was invited to give a course of lectures at the New School for Social Research in New York City on 
the general topic, "Mathematical Recreations." On these lectures this book is based. It may also be regarded as a 
revised edition of my similar work, published in French in 1930, entitled, "La Mathematique des Jeux" (The 
Mathematics of Games). The present book is, in fact, better than a revised edition, since during nine of the intervening 
years (1931-1939) I was editor of Sphinx, a periodical devoted to recreational mathematics. This experience has made 
it possible to bring many improvements and much new material to the work. - M. Kraitchik
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