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Martin Gardner : Mathematical Circus (Spectrum)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Mathematical Circus (Spectrum): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Interesting mathematical oddities, puzzles and ideasBy Jim 
MorrisonThis book can be enjoyed by a lay person. It requires no special previous knowledge. It is just plane fun as 
well as interesting and in some ways novel. Gardner is a good writer and will keep your interest. I have seen a number 
of books on math puzzles and games, this one was the best I had seen when I first saw it. (since then I read other 
Gardner books that surpass this in, at least, volume.) If you are curious at all you will like it.

The twenty chapters of this book are nicely balanced between all sorts of stimulating ideas, suggested by down-to-
earth objects like match sticks and dollar bills as well as by faraway objects like planets and infinite random walks. 
We learn about ancient devices for arithmetic and about modern explanations of artificial intelligence. There are feasts 
here for the eyes and hands as well as for the brain.

'This book is hard to put down. Inspiring and informative, entertaining and thought provoking, it will delight every 
mathematics teacher.' The Mathematics Teacher 
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