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Eleanor Noss Whitney : Mah Jong Handbook  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Mah Jong Handbook: 

36 of 36 people found the following review helpful. Excellent bookBy A CustomerA great book for anyone wishing to 
become familiar with all aspects of the game. Describes and illustrates in great detail all that the beginner needs to 
know to play. Extensive strategy sections with illustrations and scenarios show offensive and defensive techniques. 
The book covers the Japanese, American, and Chinese versions of the game. My only complaint is that it focuses on 
the Japanese, and to a lesser extent the American version of the game. Nice tables are provided for both. In order to 
learn the rules of the less complex Chinese game, one must read through pages of detailed text to reverse engineer the 
Chinese rules by removing all of the irrelevant bits. No tables are provided for the Chinese rules. It would be better to 
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have started with the original Chinese version of the game and work up to the other two. However, the book is 
extremely complete, even with a very extensive glossary of terms in Japanese and English. Highly recommended 
book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This is my third purchase of this bookBy Richard S. Lynn, 
PhDDescribes quite well the Japanese practice of this game. Has nothing to do with the (to me silly) game played 
mainly by older American ladies, in which the goals and scoring change every year.I need my own copy, and gave 
copies as gifts to my sister and to a son.You can by playing cards for the game from several sources, which are very 
much easier to manipulate than tiles.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The book is not up-to date! It is 
way ...By Dolores A. BeyerThe book is not up-to date! It is way too old! The rules have all changed now. This book 
was written in the 1950's. No help to me!

Presents the complete official Mah Jong game to the beginner in such a way that an hour's reading will enable him to 
play it without difficulty. Will refresh the memory and improve the skill of players in America already familiar with 
one form or another of the game. Provides non-Oriental players a reference for their convenience in playing any of the 
varieties popular in the Orient. Part One is devoted to the official game. The beginner will find it necessary to read 
only the first three chapters in order to be able to start playing. Part Two covers all the alternatives, variations and 
additions to the official game likely to be of interest to American players. Part Three presents with utmost clarity 
fundamentals of strategy useful to all players.


